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KHS BAND MEMBERSHIP

TheKinggon High School Band has been in existence for more than 80 years. These guiddines
will hdp it continueto proger.

Opportunities in the KHS Band

Membership in the KHS Band affords you many oppottunities for performance. All
students accepted into the KHS Band are automatically enrolled as a member of the KHS
“Tiger” Marching Band, and either the KHS Symphonic Band (NY SSMA Level V) or theKHS
Conaert Band (NY SSMA Level VI). All students have the oppotunity to peform in other
ensembles. These may beopen by auditiononly, or as need for indrumentation occurs. These
indudethefollowing:

KHS Jazz Band and KHS Jazz Ensemble

Studentsinterested in jazz are encouraged to audition for the jazz program at KHS.
Students who are selected for the Jazz Ensemble (NY SSMA Leve VI) or for the Jazz
Band (NYSSMA Levdl 111) register for these two ensembles as credit-bearing courses.
Rehearsals are generally oneevening aweek for two hours. Open by audition and
ingrumentation.

KHS Brass Choir

The KHS Brass Choir meets beginningin late Octobe-early November and schedules
holiday-themed performances throughoutthe Kingston area. The Brass Choir peforms
traditiond brass ensemble repertoire. Open by ingrumentation.

KHS Musical Theatrics Pit Orchestra

The KHS Musdcal is presented each spring. The pit orchestra rehearses during ninth
periodin theweeks prior to thefind rehearsals. Therehearsals switch to nighttimein
thetwo weeks prior to theshow. Open by ingrumentation.

KHS Full Orchestra

Members of the KHS Band are encouraged to participate in Full Orchestra. Full
Orchestrarehearses 7" period (the same time as band). Performers are expected to
paticipae in both band and orchestra portionsof the concert, andin any extrarehearsals
scheduled by the Orchestra Director. Open by ingrumentation.



PERFORMANCE SEASON

The KHS Band season lasts all year long We appreciate thefact tha you, as a member, are
willing to give up time in your summer to spend with theband. That ishow we continueto
improve our program — because of your commitment.

The “Tiger” Marching Band

Our Summer Band Camp is where the students in band learn/reinforce the marching basics and
prepare for theupaming Fall Field Show Season. TheField Showis presented at hdf-time of
home footbdl games and at compsitions Ingructors work with thegroupas awholeandin
sections

The camp provides a great way for incoming students to become acclimated to the band
program, to its members and to Kinggon High School. Incoming students are assigned an uppe
class “band buddy” who will hdp them get used to the new schod and new band. Students
should know that while we expect full paticipaion, we undestand tha there are potential
scheduling conflicts (athletics, vacationg. Please communicate these conflicts with the directors
in advance.

The performance season of the marching band beginswith thefirst scheduled event, aKHS
home footbdl game. Theremaining schedule of performances for thefall seasonwill be
provided for you as soonas they are made available (late Jung.

Band camp runsthelast two weeks of Augud. The following are the dates of Band Camp 2005:

8/22 Mondy 3:00-8:00 p.m. 8/29 Mondy 3:00-8:00 p.m.
8/23 Tueday 2:00-8:00 p.m. 8/30 Tueday 2:00-8:00 p.m.
8/24 Wednesday 4:00-8:00 p.m. 8/31 Wednesday 4:00-8:00 p.m.
8/25 Thursday 2:00-8:00 p.m. 9/1  Thursday 12:00-8:00 p.m.
8/26 Friday 4:00-8:00 p.m.

The schedule for the Marching Band also indudes several parades. Each year the band
paticipaesin:

Kinggon High School Homecoming Parade
Kinggon St. Patrick’s Day Parade

New York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Hurley’s Memorial Day Parade

Kinggon’'s Memorial Day Parade

Ulster’ s Flag Day Parade

All performances are required, however, if a conflict arises, please let usknow ahead of time. A
note signad by your parentsisrequired. WORK ISNOT AN EXCUSE!!

Dueto thetremendousamountof work it takes to put a field show togeher, there will bea nesd
for extra (after band camp) Sunday nightrehearsals at Dietz Stadium. We will give you as much
advance notice on these as possible.
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KHS Concert and Symphonic Band

The KHS Concert Band and KHS Symphont Band begin ther rehearsal season onthefirst day
of school. They both meet during 7" periodin separate rooms. Performancesindude

1. KHS Winter Concert

2. May Day Performance

3. NYSSMA Major Organizationd Adjudication
4. KHS Spring Conaert

5. Gradudion

In addition, each year a performance trip mightbescheduled. More information onthese trips
can befoundlater in this handbook.

PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS

When theKinggon High School Band peformsin either aconcert or marching setting, its
membership is adirect reflection on themusc program at KHS, as well as theHigh School, and
when out of the area, the greater Kinggon community itself. We appreciate your efforts to
remember this.

Concert Performances

Attire for concert peformances, as with al secondary schoolsin theKinggon District, is
“concert black and white.” For men, this meansblack pants, atudked in, collared white shirt.
Dress shoes are also appropriate for a peformance; sneakers are not. For ladies, this means
black skirt or dacks and white blouse or shirt. Shoes should be of a dress nature.

Propea behavior of any audience indudes common courtesy. Simple actionssuch as appropriate
applause at theend of awork, silence during the performance, and “ not getting up and leaving”
or entering the hdl during the performance are expected of all. Band students are expected to
remain at theschool for the entire concert and to suppott ther fellow mudcians At tha time,
they should be seated in thetheater quietly.

Marching Band Performances

Studentswill bein full uniform at all timeswhen in public view. Thisisdédined asthetime
from which we step off the busto thetime when we get back in. Students are notto removetheir
jackets or has, unless otherwise directed to do so.

Students mug wear an al-white tee shirt unde theuniform jacket. Colored shirtswill show
throughthejacket and mug notbeworn. Jeansand jean shorts should notbeworn unde the
uniform pants. For cold weather peformances long undewear is appropriate. Students should
wear black socks.

A uniform fee of $17.00 will be collected at the beginning of band camp. Fees may vary dightly
if specia shoes or gloves arerequired. Thisfee purchases onepar of marching shoesand apar
of gloves which then become the students' propety and responsbility. For thar convenience,
these may bekept at school with therest of the uniform.

Each percussionist will berequired to have thar own equipment. Thisequipmentindudes a par
of snare sticks, a par of medium hard yarn mallets and a par of cartwhesl tympani mallets. In



order to keep track of these sticks a stick bag will dso beneeded. If your student does not have
this equipment it has to be purchased during thefirst week of school. Thepackagewill indude
all abovementional items except the snare sticks. It is assumed tha students already own a par
of matched snare sticks. We have secured a lowered school price for this equipment so it is
suggested tha it be purchased from the school. There will be no school owned sticks or
mallets (except Marching Field Drums) available for the students for rehearsal or lessons.

Jud asit isimportant for abandto play togeher, it is aso important for a band to look uniform.
For thisreason, thefollowing are notto beworn while in uniform:

Largeearrings(small studsare acceptable)
Sunglasses

Excessive make-up

Colored nall polish

Requirements for Membership

Studentsin grades 9-12, who have demondrated ability on a given ingrument, may be accepted
into the KHS Band.

Students are placed in either Concert of Symphontc Band based on audition, NY SSMA score,
recommendation of previousyear’s band director and/or need for ingrumentation.

Students are required to schedule band during seventh period and are required to take group
lessonsas noted in our course outline

Grading Policy
Thegradefor band will be assigned based on thefollowing:

40% Lessongrade (learned/assigned material, participation)
10% Scale chart completion

25% Rehearsal preparation and participation

25% Performance preparation and participéion

Rotational Lessons

Lessonswill bestructured in thefollowing mannea. Wind players will be assigned to oneof
three groupsbased on ability and/or experience. Percussionists will be assigned to oneof two
groupsbased onthesame. Y ou mug attend alesson for your ability group.

Each groupwill beassigned aletter day(s) (sx-day cycle) depending onthe size of thegroup.
That letter day will notvary. Students are suppo®d to give alesson passto theteacher (for the
classthey are aboutto miss) 24 hoursin advance.

Every lesson has two components: theory (scales and arpeggios) and either lesson books
(Standard of Excellence and Foundations for Superior Performance) or competitive musc
(NYSSMA/AII-County). There will be periodc Band Musdc tests during the marking period.

Lessonsare given on arotation schedule. Because we know tha students enrolled in band also
consider academicsimportant, we bdieveit isimportant tha they do not miss too many



meetingson any oneclass because of lessons For this reason, students are given “onefree
lesson” per marking period. Tha isto say, they mud attend all butonescheduled lesson.
Remember, lesson attendance and preparation are worth 40% of the overall grade

Any student who has exceeded his/her lesson allowance for any two marking periodsis
consdered on probaion and may be bared from attending any trips They aso may los thar
seat in band.

Opportunities in the KHS Music Department

Students are encouraged to take other musc classes at KHS. Besides the performing
organizations(Mixed Chorus KHS Choir), we offer coursesin mudc knowliedgeand skill
development.

The KHS Musc Department offers students a comprehensve musc education, emphasizing
performance techniques, mudcianship, and musc theory. Students are strondy encouraged to
chooe Comprehendve Musgcianship (Theory 1). Accordingto theNew Y ork State Regents
Action Plan, students have the option of choosng athree- or five-year sequence in musc.
Students should see their guidance counslor for more information.

Fundraising Opportunities

In an effort to reduce thefinanaal impact of ourtrips we offer students fundraising
oppotunities. Each student will have an accountfor theduration of his stay in band. Students
may make direct cash contributionsor may dofundraisers. The CitrusSae (hdd each
November) will bendfit the student by giving him/her a certain percentage of thetotal sales.

Performance, Rehearsal and Lesson Make-ups

As stated earlier, we are proud of how many of our students excel academically and athleticaly.
Weresdlize tha at times, events will conflict and a student will have to attend another event.
Students who= regular attendance is goodwill notberequired to make up the missed event.
Students who are viewed as abusng thepolicy will be puton probaionand will lose pointsfrom
ther band grade  Completing thework learned during arehearsal may make up missed
rehearsals. Itisnotnecessary to make upthetime. Lessonsmay be madeup at thediscretion of
the Directors and may not exceed onelesson per week. Lessonsare notto bemadeup during 9"
period.

NYSSMA Evaluation

TheNew Y ork State SchoolMusc Assodation (NY SSMA) holdsevaluaion festivals
throughoutNew Y ork State each year. Kingdon School District holdsmembership in NY SSMA
and the KHS Band participaes in two evaluaionsannudly.

The Major OrganizationsFestival evaluaes the paformance and mudgcianship of the concert,
symphonic and jazz bandsas whole ensembles. All students are required to attend and, if it is
out of thearea, will bebussed from KHS,

The Solo and Ensamble Festival evaluaes the paformance and muscianship of theindividud
(or small groupof) players. Participaionin NY SSMA solo or ensemble evaluaionis NOT
required, but is STRONGLY recommended. NY SSMA scores will play a part in deciding which



band a student is placed in and, in some cases, seating within that band. Students are responsble
for knowing the appropriate scales or rudiments as required for thar level, and are also
responsble for having musc as directed by the NY SSMA Manud. Students mug have two
originds (not phocopied) pieces of mudc, onefor them and onefor theNY SSMA judge

Recognition for Superior Accomplishment
Students who attend NY SSMA may beeligible for other eventstha indude

The Ulster County Musc Educators All-County Concert
TheNYSSMA Zone9 Area All-State Concert
TheNYSSMA All-State Concert

TheNY SSMA All-Eastern Concert

There are many other awardstha are given locally for seniors excelling in leadership and
mug cianghip:

The John Phillip Sousa Award (Nationd Award)

The Sempre Fiddis Award (Nationd Award)

TheLouis Armstrong Jazz Award (Nationd Award)

KHS Band Director' s Award

Parent Involvement

Parent involvement in the KHS Band program is very important to its success and parents are
encouraged to become involved in the Tiger Band Booger Club. Standing committeesindude
Uniform, PhoneChain, Public Relations Chaperones and Fundraising. Parentswho are
interested in suppoting the efforts of the Boogersthroughtime, talent or finanaa meansshould
see the Director(s).

Parentsinvolved in the chgperoning of a parade peformance are requested to wear the Tiger
Band golf Shirt and black pants.

Booster Club meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month.

Communication

Communication with the Directorsis of theutmod importance. If asituaion arisestha we
should know about whether a persond issue, financial issueor if youwill beabsent froma
performance dueto illness, family emergency or a schedule conflict, please let usknow with as
much advance notice as possible.

Contacting the Directors

The band office has voice mail so tha students who miss a performance may let usknow. It may
bereached at any time by phoningthe high school at 331-1970and pressing 320during the
greeting. Parents and students may also reach Mr. Garner at 33865140r Mr. Shaut at 382-111Q



Welcome and
best wishes for
a successtul
time in the

KHS Band!

Mr. Garner
and
Mr. Shaut,
KHS Band Directors



